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EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ENRG, TH 

SUB J : NATURAL GAS NEGOTIATIONS 

REF BANGKOK 13517, 

1 . CABINET ON MAY 18 APPOINTED SELECT COMMITTEE, HEADED BY 
DEFMIN LEK NAEOMALI, TO TAKE OVER NATURAL GAS PRICE AND 
CONCESSION RENEWAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH UNION OIL. COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS INCLUDE FINMIN SUPHAT SUTTHATHAM AND FOUR MEMBERS OF 
PREVIOUS GAS PRICING SUB-COMMITTEE. INDUSTRY MIN KASEM IS AN 
"AD VISOR” TO THE COMMITTEE. 

2. AT END OF FIFTH SESSION OF TALKS WITH NEW COMMITTEE ON 
MORNING 25 MAY, UNION'S BANGKOK VP BILL GREENWALT SAID HE IS 
GREATLY ENCOURAGED BY GEN LEK S GRASP OF CONCEPTS AND DETAILS 
AND CONSIDERS THAT "NEW MOMENTUM" HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED IN THE 
TALKS. GREENWALT, TACITURN AND UNCOMMUNICATIVE BY NATURE, 
DECLINED TO DISCUSS DETAILS, BUT SAID THAT WITH REGARD TO PRICE 
GAP NEW COMMITTEE "HAS MADE SOME SIGNIFICANT ADIUSTMENTS IN 
LINE WITH REALITY." THIS PRESUMABLY MEANS THAT RTG HAS OFFERED 
TO PAY A HIGHER PRICE FOR GAS THAN WAS PREVIOUSLY OFFERED. 
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3. GREENWALT SAID GEN LEK HAS TWICE MENTIONED PM'S EXPRESSED 
DESIRE (ALSO CITED FREQUENTLY IN PRESS) THAT AGREEMENT BE 
REACHED ON GAS PRICE BY END OF THIS MONTH. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, 
THAT GEN LEK APPEARS TO CONSTRUE "END OF MONTH" TO MEAN 
"SOON" RATHER THAN ACTUAL DEADLINE DATE. 
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